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Some Questions and Answers about Swedish nature schools.

The replies were kindly provided by Falu Nature School

There are more than 70 nature schools in Sweden and they cooperate through the Association of Nature Schools in Sweden. 

http://www.naturskola.se/english/index.htm
What is the relationship of the nature school's with the public school system (or local government)? Are they part of the public education system? Or are they privately established in many different parts of the country? 
This is an interesting question and there is no straight-forward answer. Each nature school (outdoor education centre might be a better name) is unique and organised in its own way. That which unites them is the common goal of spreading outdoor education methods and knowledge about the environment. The Association of Nature Schools in Sweden is important becuase it keeps the many scattered and independent centres in contact with one another. But while the ideology is very similar, the structure of the different centres and the methods they use differ widely. 

Generally, nature schools are funded by local governments. However, some are privately run, some receive funding from non-government organisations and many receive funding from several sources. At some nature schools, the programmes are free and at others there is a user fee. 

Nature schools themselves are most commonly organised within the local school boards; however, it is not uncommon for a nature school to lie instead under the local environment authority or another agency. A current trend is for public nature schools to be given a role in the further development of public education, i.e. working to increase outdoor education locally. 
Do the nature school teachers usually deal with public education at elementary school level? Are they also involved in educating teenagers, or maybe university students?　

The vast majority of nature schools support education in public schools, i.e. public school class groups visit or are visited by the nature centres for day-long outdoor programmes. Some nature schools work both with public and private schools. While many nature schools work primarilly with grades 1-6 in elementary school, many also work with teenagers in grades 7-9 or secondary school. A few nature schools also work with teacher education or arrange classes for universities. Not to be forgotten, some nature schools work as well with pre-school groups. So, nature schools work with outdoor education at all levels and with all age groups, although primarilly with public elementary schools. 

The employment situation for the teachers that work in nature schools is also very different at different centres. A few work full-time as outdoor educators. Many work part-time. Some work part-time as regular school teachers and part-time at a nature school. Others work largely on a voluntary basis. 

It might also help to know something about how public education works in Sweden. While the school curriculum is decided nationally, local governments are in charge of delivering public education. Privately run schools abide by the same curriculum and regulations as the public schools and receive funding from the local government. School fees are not allowed. The curriculum sets goals that students must achieve during their education. These goals regard both subject knowledge (e.g. mathematics, sciences, languages, etc.) and social skills (e.g. democracy, environmental awareness, politeness, etc.) 

What is the nature school's position in relation to Sweden's environmental policies? 

Nature schools operate to support students at all schools in meeting the goals set by the national curriculum. There is a focus on helping students get a feeling and understanding for the environment and for sustainable development. Different programmes focus more specifically on school material in (usually) several school subjects (e.g. mathematics, language studies, biology, social studies). 

I hope these answers help you to understand the concept of nature schools in Sweden and the variation in how they operate.
